
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1095
Main Petitioner: Sybil Simpson on behalf of the Save Your Regional Parks 
campaign 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to provide 
greater protection for the National and Regional Parks of Scotland from 
industrialisation, including wind farms and their associated quarries, roads, 
cable trenches and sub-stations 
 
Background  
Legislation to create National Parks in Scotland was passed by the Scottish 
Parliament in August 2000. National Parks were established in Loch Lomond 
and The Trossachs in 2002 and in the Cairngorms in 2003. In June 2005, the 
Scottish Executive announced its intention to create Scotland’s first coastal & 
marine National Park, though the new administration is keen to see the 
complex regulatory marine regime simplified before progressing this idea.  

 
Regional Parks are locally important and are designated and managed by 
local authorities with support from SNH. Regional Parks are large areas of 
attractive countryside which lie close to Scotland’s larger towns and cities and 
which are, therefore, popular for outdoor recreation. By their nature, these 
Parks often include landscapes which are considered to be of regional 
importance and can also provide important havens for wildlife. There are three 
Regional Parks in Scotland: at Clyde Muirshiel, the Pentland Hills and in Fife 
(covering the Lomond Hills and Lochore).  
 
Designation of an area as a National Park or Regional Park does not preclude 
certain developments from taking place there but, especially in the case of 
National Parks, such developments would be expected to be subject to more 
rigorous scrutiny by the relevant authorities.  
 
Decisions on electricity generation projects and transmission lines are made 
under the Electricity Act 1989. A revised version of Scottish Planning Policy 
SPP 6 - Renewable Energy was published in March 2007. SPP6 states:  
 

Planning authorities should identify areas designated for their regional 
and local natural heritage value in their development plans. NPPG 14 
confirms that such areas are important although the level of protection 
afforded to them should not be as high as that given to internationally 
or nationally designated sites. Planning authorities should use 
appropriate criteria to ensure that proposals satisfactorily address any 
impacts on the particular interest that a regional or local designation is 
intended to protect. In some instances, such designated areas may 
represent those places most valued for their scenic character within a 
local authority area. This leads to a higher value being placed on them 
and, in such circumstances, a more cautious approach to development 
may be confirmed through criteria based policies. In doing so, planning 
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authorities should ensure that policies do not unreasonably restrict the 
ability of the plan area to contribute to national targets. 

 
Other relevant Scottish Planning Policies include Natural Heritage and Rural 
Development, the latter of which states:  

…it should be recognised that Scotland's National Parks have been 
designated because of the national importance of their natural and 
cultural qualities. The Parks have four statutory aims which are set out 
in section 1 of the National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 and the National 
Park Authorities have responsibility for ensuring that these aims are 
achieved in a co-ordinated way. The aims are: to conserve and 
enhance the natural and cultural heritage; to promote sustainable use 
of natural resources; to promote understanding and enjoyment; and to 
promote sustainable economic and social development. The aims have 
equal status but where there is conflict between them, the Park 
Authorities must give greater weight to the first aim of conserving and 
enhancing the natural and cultural heritage of the area. Subject to this, 
the policies set out in this SPP will have relevance for planning in the 
National Parks. 

In addition, Planning Advice Note PAN 45 Renewable Energy Technologies 
was revised in 2002.  
 
The Save Your Regional Parks campaign 
The ‘Save Your Regional Parks’ campaign has its genesis in a campaign to 
protect Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park. The campaign is also known as the 
Ladymoor Wind Factory Action Group. According to the campaign, there are 
plans for wind farms in over 30% of the park area. On 3 August 2007 one 
proposal for a 55MW wind farm at Devol Moor was refused by Scottish 
Ministers.  
 
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park has a specific document on how it should 
consider wind farm proposals.  
 
Proposals to designate Renfrewshire Heights, part of the Clyde Muirshiel 
Regional Park as a European Special Protection Area (SPA) are ongoing, 
though no decision has yet been taken. However, an area important to 
breeding hen harriers has been newly designated a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) giving it more protection under UK law.  
 
More broadly, the issue of wind farm development in Clyde Muirshiel Regional 
Park has been raised in written parliamentary questions:  
 

S3W-99 - Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (SNP) (Date 
Lodged 22 May 2007): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it will 
take to ensure that no wind turbines are erected in Clyde Muirshiel 
Regional Park. 
Answered by Jim Mather (1 June 2007): It is for developers to 
propose the location of wind farms. Subsequent applications for 
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planning permission or for consent under the Electricity Act are subject 
to consultation requirements and authorities determining an application 
must fully consider all material issues relevant to the proposals, 
including local authority development plans and relevant guidance. 
Consequently, consultees’ responses including any views of Clyde 
Muirshiel Regional Park Authority and representations from members 
of the public are considered as part of the overall determination 
process. 

 
S3O-357 - Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (SNP): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what whether the application for Special Protection Area 
designation will be affected proposed wind farm development within 
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park. 
Answered by Michael Russell (28 June 2007): Any decision on the 
proposed Special Protection Area in Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park will 
be made in full compliance with the requirements of the EC Birds 
Directive. Our interpretation of those requirements will recognise 
relevant case law including the ruling of the European Court of Justice 
that member states are not authorised to take account of economic 
factors when choosing and defining the boundaries of Special 
Protection Areas.  

 
 
 
Graeme Cook 
SPICe Research 
November 2007  
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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